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A  Service 

For  Food  Page  Editors  of  Western  Dailies 

KECIPE  CP  ^HS  FUTUKE 

With  Home  Food  Preservation  V/eek  almost 
here  —  June  22  tiirou^^h  June  28  —  it's 
tine  to  r:ive  you  p  recipe  for  filling 
cupboards : 


Jars  or  ;?lasses 
Rings  or  tops 


Fruits  or  vegetables 
Sugar  or  salt 


Sterilize  the  first  two  ingredients 
thoroughly.    Clean  fruits  or  vegetables, 
peel,  slice  or  dice.    Add  sugar  or.  salt 
to  suit.    Combine  the  first  ingredients 
with  the  second  mixture,  process  re- 
quired tine,  cool  and  store.  This  recipe 
will  serve  the  fanily  with  a  variety  of 
foods  f11  winter,   to  say  nothing  of 
adding  nutritive  value  to  their  diet. 
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San  Francisco,  California 
June  6,  1947 


And  now  with  that  recipe  out  of  the  way, 
let's  consider  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Anderson's  recent  statement  on  the  des- 
ignation of  .the  last  week  in  June  as 
Hone  Pood  Preservation  ¥eek.     "The  war- 
time gains  v/e  have  made  in  nutrition 
through  h.ome  food  preservation  ?iid  other 
activities  should  be  maintained,  and  en- 
couraged further,"  Mr.  Anderson  said. 
"Through  home  food  preservation,  home- 
makers  can  assure  more  nutri-tious  meals 
for  their  families  the  year  around* 
Thi^  will  help  materially  in  improving 
national  dietary  stajidards." 

V/'e  might  add  here  that  it  is  expected 
that  relatively  heavy  commercial  packs 
of  fruits  and  vegetables  will  be  pro- 
duced by  industry  this  yerr.    But,  the 
home  and  community  preservation  work  is 
recommended  to  supplement  supplies  for 
individual  families,  and  to  conserve 
food  which  might  otherwise  go  to  waste. 
As  far  as  sugar  is  concerned  the  35  lbs. 
allotted  to  each  person  for  household 
and  canning  use  should  be  adequate  for 
a  good  supply  of  canned  fruit  in  hone 
cupboards , 
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TOHTimE  TEST  FOH  ICELSSS  CAS 

It's  one  thing  for  the  frozen  food  in- 
dustry to  get  fruits  ?nd  vegetables  and 
a  variety  of  niscellaneous  items  "under 
wraps"  and  frozen,     it's  quite  another 
to  get  tnese  sane  packages  of  frozen 
food  from  one  place  to  another  under  the 
proper  temperature.    If  the  temperature 
of  a  refrigerator  car  gets  up  much  above 
zero  degrees,  the  prim*  quality  of  fro- 
zen foods  can  not  be  maintained. 

So,  a  new  type  of  refrigerator  car  has 
been  designed  to  help  out  in  this  prob- 
lem.   The  IJ...S,  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, in  cooperation  wi th  various  in- 
dustry groups,  has  tested  an  iceless 
refrigerator  car  that  locks  as  if  it 
will  turn  the  trick.     It  operates  with 
anhydrous  ammonia,  under  pregsui^e^  , 
carried  in  tanks  attached  to  the  under- 
frame  of 'the  car.     This  refrigerant  ex- 
pands in  the  cooling  coil§  located  in 
the  ceiliiig  of  the' 'car.  and,  when  it  has 
finished  its  "job,  *it  'is',  taken  up  by  water 
in  ab so rae'r  tanks  which  are  also  located 
under  the  car.  Consequentlyj  there  are  . 
no  moving  parts,       .   ,"      .:       ' ,  ' 

This  new  iceless  refrigerator  car  was 
tested  in  Virginia.     It  was  loaded  with 
cartons  of.  "frozen  •  tangerine  segments 
and  left  in  the  laborsitory  for  ten  days 
in  an  outside  temperature  of  92  degrees 
for  the  entire  time,  .  Temperatures  were 
taken  every  tv/o  hours  by  means'  of  some 
special  thermometers,    Car  doors  were  .  . 
never  opened,.  •  And  here  is  the' result: 
during  the  10  day.  test  the  temperature 
of  the  frozen  tangerines  at  the  top  of. 
the  load  averaged  from  4  degrees  below 
zero  to  1  degree  above;  at '  the  bottom,;, 
temperatures  ranged  from.  3.  below  to  3 
above.     The.  load  of  tangerines  .was  hard 
frozen  when  placed  in  the  car.  The  load  ■ 
was  still  hard  frozen  when . removed  at 
the  end  of  the  test  period. 


DID  YCU  KNOW  — -t 

.,that  en  apple  tree,  20  to  25  years 
old,  producing  600  pounds  of  fruit  a 
year,  will  have  to  take  in  about  1^ 
pounds  of  actual  nitrogen  per  year. 
Of  this  amount,  about  one-half  pound 
goes  back  to  the  soil  in  the  form  of 
fallen  blossoms  and  leaves, 

,,that  the  plentifuls  for  July  across 
the  country  will  be  potatoes,  fresh 
oranges  and  lemons,  canned  citrus 
juices,  grapefruit  segments,  tomato 
juice,  standard  grade  peas,  diced 
carrots,  diced  beets,  and  canned  or  . 
bulk  sauerlcraut,.  along  with  peanut- 
butter,  eettage  cheese,  fresh  and 
frozen  fish, " excluding  shellfish, 

.♦that  so  far  this  year,  butter  pro- 

.duction  has  increased  more  than  any.-.....^ 
other  dairy  product.    Output . in  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year  was  41  percent 
above  a  year  ago. 

,«^that  the  1946  lemon. crop  was  above^. 
.  1945,  and  away  above  the  average. 
..Those  are  the  demons  we  are  using  now  . 
/and.  will  .continue-  to,  >  turn  into  pies  ■ 
and  lemonade  this  summer.- 

,,-that  49  percent  of  all  shelled  edible 
peanuts  went,  into  peanut  butter  in  Ajjrtl 
as  compared,  with  52  percent  in  March', 

.  ,.that  the  quantity  af  poultry  canned 
during  March  was  the  smallest  amount 
processed  in  the  five  years  records 
have  been  kept  — 46  percent  less  than 
a  year  ago, 

••that  high  maple  syrup  prices  have 
crpwded  maple  sugar  production  down 
to. 48  percent  below  average,  BUT,  al- 

.most  twice  as  many  gallons  of  syrup 
were  produced  this  spring,  the  highest 

.since  1944,  but  still  below  the  average, 

••that  stocks  of  shell  eggs  in  storage 
April  1  were  only  about  a  fourth  of  the 
usual  holdings. 
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THAT  PAVOHITE  TOPIC  OF  CONVERSATION 


Says  Mr.  Brown,  "The  reason  why  it  costs 
so  much  to  eat  today  is  due  to  the 
middleman. " 

"Oh  no,"  replies  Mr.  Smith,  "it's  all 
the  fault  of  the  farmer  and  his  high 
prices . " 

Whereupon  Mr,  Jones  retoits,  "You've 
got  it  all  wrong  — it's  "because  of 
Government  price  support  operations." 

Now  that  is  a  conversation  you  might 
hear  most  anyplace  these  days  with  the 
hif-rh  cost  of  living  a  favorite  topic 
for  discussion,  "but  let's  answer  Messrs. 
Brown,  Smith  and,  Jones  wi th  a  few 
facts. 

To  Mr,  Brov/n  we  might  say  that  part  of 
the  reason  why  distribution  costs  so 
nuch  today  is  that  the  American  people 
want  service  and  plenty  of  it.  We 
could  point"  out  to  Mr.  Smith  that  farm 
prices  are  up  "becp.use  of  demand.  More 
people  in  this  country  are  working 
than  ever  before  in  peacetime.  With 
the  money  they  earn,   they  ?re  eating 
more  than  ever  "before. , and  that  drives 
the  price  of  food  upward.     To  Mr,  Jones 
we  mij-;ht  say  that  as  a  c^encral  rule 
these  days,  the '  G-overnment  support 
level  is  far  "below  v/hat  the  farmer  is 
getting  for  his  products,  and  conse- 
quently there  is  no  need  in  most  in- 
stances to  set  price  support  programs 
in  operation. 

Now  let's  get  "back  to  distri"bution  for 
a  minute.     In  these  days  the  farmer 
must  depend  on  the  dis tri'Dutor  to  get 
his  produce  to  the  consumer.,  unless* 
of  course,  he  v/ants  to  set  up  a  road- 
side stand.     Take  the  wheat  farmer  for 
instance.     He  isn't  in  any  position  to 
grow  the  wheat  and  also  mill  it,  "bake 
the  bread,  slice  and  pac-kage  it,  and 
sell  it  direct  to  the  consumer.  And 
so  he  turns  over  his  wheat  to  'the  dis- 
tributor.   And  here's  how  these 
^marketing  charges, are  broken  down. 


During  the  last  year  for  which  a 
breakdown  is  available, . the  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics  found  that 
of  the  total  62  cents  of  the  con- 
sumer's food  dollar  spent  for  dis- 
tribution, retailers  received  24  cents; 
processors  21;  wholesalers  7;  trans- 
portation agencies  6;  and  assembly 
services,  mainly  at  coimtry  points 
4  cents.    These  figures  cover  all 
types  of  operations,  even  direct  sales 
from  farmers  to  consumers. 

And  this  might  be  a  ,good  time  to 
mention  that  the  costs  of  marketing  ,, 
or  the  difference  between  what  the 
consumer  pays  and  what  the:  farmer 
receives  .,  have  shown  considerable 
variation  over  the  years.    During  the 
1920-29  period,  distribution  took 
58  touts  out  of  each  dollar  spent  by 
the  consumer    for  food  at  retail. 
During  the  depression  decade  1930-39, 
these  charges  rose  to  62  cents.    But, , 
beginning  with  1940,  food  marketing 
charges  have  dropped  steadily  until 
today  they  stand  at  44  cents,  the 
lowest  level  on  record.     These  mar- 
keting costs  vary  with  different  foods. 
Only  21  cents  of  the  consumer' s  dollar 
spent  for  butter  in  January  of  this 
year  went  for.  distribution  charges, 
while  84  cents  of  the  dollar  spent 
for  cornflakes  went  for  marketing 
costs.    Processing  and  distribution 
of  butter  isn't  too  complex,  but  on 
cornflakes  ajid  kindred  foods  there  is 
processing,  packaging,  advertising  and 
other  "deducts"  to  consider. 

We  shouldn't  leave  the  subject  of 
marketing  costs  without  considering 
what  we  as  consumers  have  had  to  do 
with  keeping  these  high.     It's  that 
service  we  demand.    Most  of  us  don't 
like  to  buy  bacon  by  the  slab  —  we 
Wcint  it  sliced  and  ready  to  go  into 
the  frying  pan,    We  want  our  milk 
pasteuri-zed  and  delivered  in  bottles 
or  cartons.    We  want  up-to-date  stores 
with  a  parking  lot  on  the  side.  We 
don't  want  to  go  back  to  the  cracker 
barre.l  days.     In  fact,  we  wouldn't,' 
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¥ILL  YOU  HAVF  QTE  LUMP  OR  T¥0? 

It's  getting  to  the  place  where  we  are 
asked  if  we  would  like  one  lump  or  two 
in  cur  coffee  these  days.     It  used  to 
"be,  as  you  well  reraenter,  a  case  of  one 
lijjnp,  and  sometimes  not  even  that. 

The  third  quarter  civilian  su^ar  .alio** 
cation  was  announced  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  recently.     This  takes 
in  the  months  of  July,  August  and 
Septemher  of  this  year.    The  total 
allocation  for  all  civilian  uses  for 
this  quarter  is  ahout  350,00'^'  tons 
greater  than  usage  during  the  con- 
paralDle  period  in  1946.  Consequently, 
household  users  are  assured  that  they 
will  receive  that  mininuin  ration  of. 
35  pounds  per  capita. this  year,  and 
even  a  moderate,  increase  over*  that 
amount  if  improvement  in  sugar  supplies 
continues .      ■    .  , 

r 

This  increased,  pi^location  is  partially 
due  to  inprovem'e?at .  in  proTDable  sugar 
supply  for  the  talF-nce  cf  the  year, 
and  is  pr-rtially  seasonal.     Sugar  usage 
normally  is  ;:reatest  during  the  third 
quarter  because  of  peak  production  in 
home  and  corimerciad  canning,  soft 
drinks  and  ice  cream.    But,  "because 
of  freight  car  shortages  and  the  im- 
pending "billion  bushel  winter  wheat 
crop,  both  homemakers  and  industrial 
users  are  urged  -to  make  early  purchases 
of  the  sugar  they  will  need. 

Incidentally,  industrial  sugar  users 
who  operate  on_  a  percentage  base  were 
increased-  from  60  to  75  percent  of  their 
1941  base  period  usage  on  April  1. 
Present  plans  call  for  a  continuation 
of  this' rate. 


ACROSS  THE  BORDER 

Here's  the  latest  news  on ^ foot  and 
mouth  disease  in  Mexico,  which, if 
it  were  "to  .'spread  to  this  country 
would  disastrously  affect  P.H  sections 
of  the  country  and  all  walks  of  life. 

The  advisory  committee  appoiiited 
recently -by  Secretary  Anderson  recom- 
mended all  possible  speed  in  the  fight 
to  eradicate  this  disease.     One  reason 
for  this  is  the  problem  of  the  sur- 
plus cattle  in  the  northern  M.exican 
states  which  normally  move  into  the 
United  States  as  feeders,  but  v/hich  . 
under  the  law  cannot  now  be  exported,! 
Pastures  and  feed  supplies  in  these 
northern  areas  are  insufficient  -to 
support  the  additional -number  of 
animals.     It  is  feared  that  if  some 
relief  is  not  given  soon,  the  dis-^ 
turbed  economic  situation  in  this 
area  will  seriously  endanger  the 
success  of  the  disease  eradication 
campaign. 

Other  recommendations  of  the  advisory  ' 
committee  are  the  erection  of:  a  pro- 
tective fence  along  the  Mexican-United 
States  border  to  prevent  the  unauth- 
orized movement  across  the  line  of 
animals  that  might  carry  the  virus 
of  the  disease,'  rnd  unceasing  vigil- 
ance, not  only  along  the  border  but 
also  at  the  coast  ports  to  ]prevent 
the  entry  of  prohibited  fresh  meat, 
ship's  garbage,  animal  byproductst 
and  hay  and  straw,  which  may  carry 
the  disease. 

The  average  consumer  who  simply  goes 
to  the  meat.iUarket  and  picks  out  the 
roast  for  dinner  may  not  realize  why 
all. this  importance  is  placed  on  the 
eradication  of  foot  pjid  mouth  disease. 
Perhaps  one  comparison  might  indicate 
the  seriousness  of  this  disease. 
During  the  outbreak  in  California  in 
1924r-25,  enough  animals  were  destroyed 
to  fill  a  freight  train  made  up  of 
1700  cars  -  -  with  each  car  carrying 
20,000  pounds;  or  enough  to  supply  the 
people  of  California  with  meat  for  10 
days. 
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F'or  Food  Page  Editors  of  Western  Drilieg 

'         "MONa  MY  SOUVENIHS" 


S^n  Francisco,  California 
June  13,  1947  ' 


Now  tha.t.  sugar  rationing  has  "been  dis- 
continued for  household  consumers  and 
institutional  users,  such  as  hotels  and  ' 
restaurants,  we.  can  put.  away  tht  v  ration 
books  as ' souvenirs  of  World  War  II,  Our 
great  grandchildren  : will  pro'bahly'.'be  most 
interested  in  them  in.  the  .years 'to  come 
and  "be  as  intrigued  as  we  are  -  with  rel- 
ics of  byr^..gone  days.       .  •  ' 

But,  let's  drop  the  singing  of  "Among 
My  Souvenirs,  "  and. -discuss  the  Tac't 
that  even  though  sugar  rationing  for  ' 
consumers  has-A)een  dropped,  price  con- 
trol on..sug,ar  and  related  products  re- 
mains, and  will"  continue  to  "be  In  effect  ■ 
until  OctolDer  31,    .-These  comniuni.ty  ceil- ..  . 
i.ng  prices^ -on  'sugar  are  just  as  much  in 
force  PS  they  V/ere  when  issued  a  short 
time  ago.   .Bach- type  of  store  in  each- 
community  area  must  still, continue  to 
sell  sugar  at  the  designated  ceiling 
price-,  or  lower.,  ,  ■  -': 

Perhaps  "you  are  wQiide'rins  how  industry 
is  faring  these  days  in  their  allot- 
ments of  sugar. 


Recently  their  rations  have  "been  in- 
creased so  that  consumers  could  benefit 
from,  the  .  increased  sugar  supplies  in,- 
the  foods  they  buy  "ready-made » " 
Provisional  allowances,  a  method  of 
rationing  sugar  on  the  basis  of  the 
suga.r  content  per  unit  of  production,  . 
have  been  increased,  and  as  a  result 
we  will  once  more  be  able  to  buy. fruit, 
packed  in' heavy  syrup,  and  ^yeeter 
pickles.     In  addition,   the  Sugar  Hation*- 
ing  Administration  has  increased  s,ugar  ^ 
allotments  for  industry  in.  certain 
counties'  because  of  increased  popu*^ 
lation,    "Soiiie  bakeries.,  ice  cream 
parlors' and  simii?r  industries  have  . 
been  operating-  on  a  percentage  of  their. 
1941  base  f or^  some  time,  even  though 
more  people  have  moved  into  the • com- . - ^ ^ 
munity;  "  Of'  the  20  counties- in  tJae 
United  States  that  received  increased  . 
percentages  of  their  194X  base,  11  are 
in  the  "Jc'5t       2  in  I-rontana,  3  iri  .Oregon, 
2  in  V;ashin"tcn,   rnd  ti.  in  Crlif'Grni.a*  . 
A  lot  of  peO]ple  must  have  agreed  with 
Horact  Greeley.i 

'.  -0- 


.  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Information  Service,  Production  and  Marketing  Administration, 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^t^eet^ai^^nc^c^^alifoni^ 


Page  2 


DON'T  LET       FORGET  TO  TELL  YOJ— 

..that  since  ITovenlier  1943»  the  United 
Stp.tes  has  shipped  enough  "bread  grain 
tc  Europe  to  make  alDOut  12  "billion 
loaves  of  "bread. 

..that  approximately  108  million  pounds 
of  nonfat  dry  milk  were  purchased  "by 
USDa  from  March  1  through  May  31  of 
this  year  under  the  price  support  pro- 
gran.    Arrangements  have  "been  made 
to  sell  the  total  quantity  to  UilRRA 
for  use  in  overseas  relief  feeding 
ajid  to  the  Army  for  civilian  feeding 
and  relief  purposes  in  foreign  areas, 

..that  recent  research  has  demonstra- 
ted that  discoloration  of  canned  free- 
stone peaches  can  "be  greatly  reduced 
"by  'steaming  them  longer  "before  remov- 
ing the  sld.ns.    Sealing  the  cans  with 
a  minimum  ajnount  of  oxygen  also  re- 
duces discoloration,  'makes  the  syrup 
clearer,  rjid  rids  the  syrup  of  a  red 
color  that  comes  from  the  fruit, 

..that  it  takes  a"bout  4  coconuts  to 
produce  a  pound  of  resccado — thorough- 
'  ly  dry  co^a.    Drying  prevents  putre- 
faction  r-^nd  also  •  the  'payment  cf  ■  ocean 
freight  charges  oh  the  shipment  of 
mere  moisture, 


..that  syrup '"blends  containing  ten 
percent,  or  ■more-  'by  weight  or  volume 
of  mr?ple  sugaj'-'or-.-mc^ple  syrup  have  • 
"been  removed  from'price  control  on 
June  11,    Pure  mapld  syrup  was  de-  "■ 
controlled  in  Octo'ber  1946.  '  • 

.. that- ceiling- price  increases  for  ■ 
certain  syrups molasses  ajid  syrup 
"blends  have  ■been-?iiinouncied.    An  in- 
crease of  8  ' cents  pei"  .ijallon  when 
packed  in  wooden  "brrrele  or  half- 
"barrels  furnzsncd  "by  the  seller  has 
"been  t-^rajited  for  commercial  cajie 
syrup,  country  erne  syrup,  first  rnd 
second  molasses,  refiners  syrups,  and 
all  blends  of  syrups,  except  mrple 
"blends  which  arc  decontrolled. 


PLAIIKIITG  A  SUMl^  MEmJ 

Let's  "begin  with  fresh  or  frozen  fish 
for  our  summer  menu;  this  food  is  quick 
and  easy  to  prepare  on  a  hot  summer  day 
and  is  plentiful  "besides.    Heavy  fish 
lajidings  are  expected  to  continue  for 
the  next  few  months,  and,  on  top  of 
that,  cold  storage  holdings  are  a"bcut 
double  thxat  of  last  year  at  this  time. 
If  you  are  plajining  to  concoct  ,a  fish 
loaf,  don't  f^Tgg^  "to  add  a  "bit  of 
grated  lemon/  and  a  pinch  of  mustard 
for  seasoning.     Of  course,  you  m.ight 
garnish  any  fish  with  a  slice  of  lemon, 
partially  dipped  in  paprika.,  or  yoU- 
might  "be  different,  and  hand  fish  an 
0  ran.ge  slice  for  a  change.  IncidentctLly 
"both  small  oranges  and  lemons. '"appear 
on  the  plentiful  list  for  July,  too. 

Whe-n  it  comes-- to  salad,  how  a"bout  a'"'*..: 
ring  mold  consisting ^of  one  layer  of  •  • . 
tomato  aspic  .and  the  other  of  jellied  . 
Cottage  cheese  .neatly  seasoned  vrith  a 
"bit  of  onion  or  chfvcs,  Both-  tomato    .  ■ 
juice  •  ^nd  cottage  'cheese-  havd  a.  niche  ^. ; 
on  the  July  a"bundajit  foods  listing;  in., 
fact,  it  is  expected  .  t-l^at  there  .-will  "be: 
a  record  large  carry-over  of  tomato 
.juice  into  the  new 'pack  geavson  as  demand 
has  not  been  up- to -.-par,  .. 

We  might  fill, the  center  of  the  ring  ■ 
mold  with  a  com'bination  of  canned  peas  • 
diced  carrots  and  diced  "beets  well 
marinated  with-  French  dressing.  These 
canned:  vegetables , -.along,  wi  th  frozen  . 
peas  aiid  frozen '  spinach  appear  on  the 
a"bundant  foods  listing  .for  July»  Or, 
for  another  variation,  .we  might  fill 
the  ceiiter.  of  our  aspic  with  well 
seasoned  potato  salad.  ... 

For  dessert  let' s 'make  some  chocolate  •■. 
cupcakes,  using,  some  of  those  Grade  E 
erv:s  which  are  not  selling  so  fast  right 
new,  and  ajre  usually  a  "good  "buy"  for 
cooking.    V/hon  cool,  hollow  out  the  cakes 
rnd  fill  with  ice  cream. 
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THE  UP¥AHD  SPIRAL  OF  EE  TAIL  I^SAT  PHICES 

The  current  upward  trend  in  retail  meat 
prices  has  "been  "blaned  on  a  nunber  of 
factors,  among  them  our  export  activi- 
ties.    Actually,  our  exports  are  now  so 
small  that  they  should  have  no  signifi- 
cant effect  on  domestic  meat  prices, 
either  at  v/holesale  or  retail  levels. 

Secretary  of  .-agriculture  Anderson, 
speaking  "before  a  lunchcoh  meeting  of 
the  Susinese  Advisory  Council  on  June  11, 
brought  out  the  fact  that  alldc-ations  of 
meat  for  commercial  export  during  the 
current  quarter,  April  through  June, 
amount  to  only  3  percent' of  total  U.  S, 
production,  ?nd  are  far  below  alio- 
ca.tions  for  the  same  period  last  year. 
Mr.  Anderson  also  pointed  out  in  this 
connection  that  the  general  meat  situ- 
ation is  good;  in  fact,  production  is 
running  ahead  of  estimates  made  the 
first  of  the  year.     So  all  in  all,  con- 
sumers are  now  receiving  a  proportion- 
ately.larger  share  of  a  larger  meat 
output,  ' 

Let's  look  c^t.  the  figures  for  a  minute. 
Secretary  Anderson  noted  that  the 
second  quarter  pllocatipn  for  commer- 
cial export  to'tals  about  155  million  ' 
pounds  as.  compared  with,  about  314 
million  pounds  allocat'ed  for  export 
in  the  second  quarter  of  1346.  Further- 
more,  the  armed  forces  .have  been  buy- 
ing 30  percent, lesg  meat  than  last  year, 
so  these  purc^^ases  .have  been  drasti- 
cally reduced  too...   He  also  pointed 
out  that  while. the  April-June , alio-  ' 
cations  have  been  set  at  155  million 
pounds,  it  is  estimated  that  only 
about  125  million  pounds  will  actually 
be  e.xported  during  this' quarter .  From 
experience,  it  has.  been  found  that  when 
countries  find  their  exchange  resources 
tightening' up,   they  naturally  seek 
commodities . such  as  cereals,  which  will 
give  them,  r.oro  nutritive  units  for  the 
money  available.' 


Mr,  Anderson  also  added  that  through 
export  control  measures  now  in  exist- 
ence,  it  is  possible  to  limit  exports 
to  foreign  countries  to  the  amount 
covered  by  their  allocations.  Depart- 
ment of f icials ■ have  worked  closely  with 
representatives  of  foreign  governments 
to  assure  that  pirocuremcnt  'would  be 
spread  throughout  the  quarter,  and  that 
no  country  would  purchase  an  excessive 
amount  of  meat  at  any  one  time.  For 
example,  the  British,  with  an  85  million 
pound  allocation,  have  been  required,  to 
limit  their  xDurchases  to  not  more'  than 
10  million  pounds  weekly, 

How  let's  look  at  meat  production.  It 
was  estimated  that  meat  production  in 
1947  v/ould  be  23  billion  pounds,  dressed 
weight,   the  fourth  largest  output  on 
record.    Production  for  this  April- June 
quarter  was  forecast  at  about  5  billion 
pounds,  compared  with  4.7  billion  pounds 
produced  last  year  in  the  same  quarter. - 
But,  production  in  this  quarter  has 
been  running  ahead  of  the  estimate. 
Actual  output  during  the  first  10  weeks 
•of  the  current  quarter  has  been  about 
4  percent  above  the  forecast.    Beef  . 
supplies  are  now  running  at  a  record 
level,  and  recent  meat  production  re- 
ports show  that  beef  "supplies  have  b.een 
above  expectations  for  this  time  of  year. 

Prices  are  our  next  concern,  because 
they  affect  your  and  my  ijocketbook*  , 
The  trend  has  been  downward  in  live- 
stock prices  the  past  three  months, . 
although  the  curve  has  gone  upward 
slightly  in  the  past  couple' of  weeks. 
Even  with" this  recent  upwaxd  trend, 
the  sharp  increases  that. have  been  re- 
ported in  retail  outlets  a.rc  not  justi- 
fied by  the  prices  the  farmer  has  been 
receiving. 

To'  surnmaTize,  suppose  we-  quote  directly 
from  Secretary  Anders  ^nis  remarks  on  the 
current  meat  situation,     "These  facts, 
*  it  'seems  to  me,  make  it  clear  that  the 
increase  in  meat  prices  must  be  laid'  to 
fa.ctors  other  than  the  small  export  allo- 
cation, large  meat  supply,-  and  prices 
that  farmers  receive  for  their  livestock 
One  of  the  important  factors  not  to  be 

overlooked  is  the  continuing  strong  con- 
sumer demand  for  meat." 


.-i  T^\BLS  OF  COi^TSi'TS 

G-cnerrlly  speaking,  we  rlrnce  over  the 
tr"ble  of  contents  in  a  nagr-.zine  for  en 
idea  of  vhat  we  v/ill  be  rerd-ing  in*  - 
that  prrticular  issue,  so  why  shouldn't 
we  have  a  talDle  of  contents  on  U.  "S. 
fprn  production,   so'  that  wo  will  have 
■  a  hint  cf  what  v/e  will  "be  eating  this 
yeFT-.    .Taking  some  information  from 
the  June  crop  report  issued  "by  the 
Bureau  of ' Agricultural  Economics,  here 
is  our  table  of  contents  for  the  food 
•  we  will  serve  on  our  tables  in  1947, 
and  19'46,        .  '  • 

COEIT  ~  G-ctting  off  to  a  slow  start*  too 
much  rr-in,   too  little  sunshine.  At 
least  20  percent  of  the  acreage  for 
the  country  as  a  whole  remained  to  he 
planted  on  June  1. 

WHEAT  -  Harvest  has  started  on  the 
Nation's-  first  "billion-bushel  winter 
wheat'  crop.     This,  with  a  relatively- 
large  prospective'  spring  viheat  crop 
would  bring  ail  whept  production  to 
the  huge  total' of  1,4  billion  bushels. 
Record  high  yield  per  acre  indicated. 

OATS-  Plantings  v/ere  delayed  in  much  • 
of  the  ilorth  Central  Area,  which-  pro- 
duces rver  80  percent  of  the  oats  crop, 
by  rains  in  April  and  May/  Indications 
now  point  to^a  production- 19  percent 
less  than  "the  record-  set  -in  1-945,  but 
still  7  percent  larger' than  the  10  year 
.average. 

BAPX3Y  -  Indicated-  production  Iprger 
txhan  last  year,  but  considerably  below 
ten'yopr  average.    Excessive  rain'  in 
Stptcs  bordering  the  &fcat- Lakes  has 
prevented  planting  of  spring  barley 
entirely  in  some  preas  and  delayed  il 
"2  to  3  weeks  elsewhere.    Stocks  of  - 
•barley  on  farriS  on  June  1  were  at  the 
-  lowest-  level  since  1935. 

J.YS      Sm.-ll  acrepge  planted  this  year. 
Production  indicated  pt  34  percent 
•■■below  the '-ton*  year  rverage,  but  35 
•percent  more  than  last  year's  email 
crop,  ■  Indicated  yield  highest  since 
1942.     Stocks  on'-farns  June  1  lowest 


for  the  drte  in  the  14  yeprs'  of  records. 

APPLES  -  Commerclrl  production  is  ex- 
pected to  be  moderrtely  smaller'  than 
both  last  year  pnd  the  average  for  the 
country  as  a  whole.     However,  for.  the 
-  west'ern  group  of  strtes,  it  is  expected 
to  be  larger,  .  . 

PEACHES  -  Another  record  crop  pr.ticipa- 
ted,  -  the  third  in  succession.  Western 
sta.tes  expect*  a  crop,  thkt'  is  42  percent 
above  avel'age.     The  seas  oh' in'  the  /West 
is  gen(2 rally  a  x\'eek  to'  10  days  earlier 
thru  usual, 

PEAP.S  -  Production  estimated  to  be  only 
2  percent  less  thrn  the  record  high' • 
last  yeaT,  and  14  percent  more'thah 
average.    Prospects  pre  good  to  excelr 
lent  in  nearly  all' preas, 

CtRAPES  -  All  three  classes  of  grapes, 
•  (-v/ine,  raisin,  and  table)  show  T^ros- 
pects  for  large  crops.    G-rppes  in  the 
Im.perial  pnd  Coachella  Valleys  were 
dpjmaged  considerably  by  unseasbnably 
hot  weather  during  early  Hay. 

PLms         PEOl^ES  -  Plum  production 
f 0  r e c as  t ' i  s  hi  ghe  r  than  pve rage , " but 
a  little  less' than  the  record  large 
1946-  crop.    Dried  prune  -  production  in 
California  is  2  percent  above  last  • 
year,  pnd  8  p)ercent '  above  average. 
Prunes  for  the  fresh  m.arket  grown 
mostly  in  Oregon,  Washington  end  Idaho 
show- prospects  for  a  large  production, 
with' a' record  crop  in  eastern  Washing- 
ton^ pnd  Idaho,'  '..'■' 

APRICOTS  -  Production  of  ppricO^bs  in 
the'  three  important  producing  states, 
California,  Wa'^hington  aiid  Utah,  will 
be  smaller  this  year,  ever,  less  than 
the  ten  year  average,    Howe"7er, V/ashing- 
ton  expects  a  record  high'  as'. growing 
conditions  during;. May    were  favorable  ' 
for  developmen't,  j 
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A  service  '  . 

For  rood  Page  Sdi  tors,  .of  Wes.tern  Dailies 

You  might  say. ■that  the  consumers  of -this, 
country— inec?nin^:  all  of  us — have  a 
"hollow  Teg, and  have,  "joined  the  cate- 
gory of  small' hoys  wiio  can't  "be  filled 
up  with  meat,  milk,  vegetables  and  fruits 
. . .to  say  nothing  of ^ soda  pop  and  candy 
hars. 

Secretary  Anderson  reported  recently 
that,   "People  v;ant  about  .40  pounds  more 
meat  per  capita  than  they  v/ere  getting 
between- 1937-41:  tiiey  want  200  pounds 
apiece  .more  milk,  about  9  pounds,  more  r 
chicken,  23  or  24  pounds  more  fresh  vege- 
tables, .  giround  17  pounds  mor,e  processed 
vegetables,  an  additional  50  pounds  of 
citrus  fruit,  and  over  8D.!  .pounds  more  of 
other  ffuits," 

This  trend  is  indicated  by  our  food  ccn-r 
sumption  level  last  year  —  16  percent 
above  prewar.    But,   this  16  percent  in*- 
crease  doesn't  come  clpse.to  what-  con- 
sumers wph't.  Taking'  the  t..pp  40.:  per  cent 
of  the  piopulation  before  the  v;ar,.- income 
$2,000' a  year,'  'as  a  basis,  .'it  is-  indi- 
cated' the;  t  '.the  people  of  'tills  countrj^ 
would  like  to  be  able  to  buy  'a  third-  • 
more  f'aod.  than  they  had  on  the  average- 
in  the  5  pr'tiv/aV  years. 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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As  Secretary  Anderson  stated,  "When 
people  who  haven't  had  the  food  they  . 
wanted  get  better  incomes,  they,  buy 
more  food  and  they  also  buy  the  more  ..\ 
expensive  foods,"  . 

Mr,  Anderson  also  noted,  "As  consumers,  . 
earned  more  money,  and  as  dairymen.  '  V' 
stepped  up  milk  production,  people  began 
drinking  much  more  milk  than  ever  before. 
—  from  a  fourth  to  a  third  mere.  '  They 
also  shov/ed  they  v/anted  more  and  more 
meat.     In  1944  we  ate  about  23  pounds  ;  > 
more  meat  per  capita  thah  in  prfewar  " 
years,  and  tiiis  year  may  make  the  differ 
ence  25  to  30  pounds  —  at  least  a  fifth 
more  than  prewar,'^'  v 
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THE  EXPERTS  TELL  US  — 

i  i  that  rice  seeding  and  replanting  v;as 
practicclly  completed  during  the  second 
week  in  June  and  the  new  crop  generally 
was  making  rapid  growth,    Jai  unusually 
heavy  harvest  is  indicated  TDoth  in  the 
Southern  belt  and  in  California.  Stocks 
of  old  rice  are  low,  reflecting  the 
relatively  large  distribution  in  recent 
months  i 

,%that  if  you  ever  feel  in  the  mood  to 
convert  lon^  tons  of  wheat  into  "bushels, 
multiply  the  given  figures  in  long  tons 
"by  37,33s.  ? A. long  ton,,  incidentally,  is 
2^240  j)ciunds,'  .  •    .  -,  . 

.^that  meat  production  under  Federal 
inspection  for  the  week  ending  June  14,  • 
was  4  percent  "belovf  the  preceding  week, 
but ,59  percent  above  the  corresponding 
v.'-eek  last  .year,    3eef  slaughter  was 
running  2^  fine's  last  year'. s  production. 

■.  i.that  milk  production  on  farms  in  the 
United.  States' during  May  was-.estimated 
at  slicJihtiy  higher  than  a  year  ago>  but 
. 1^  percent  less  than  the  1945  record 
:high  ppcduction  f6r  the  month,  Milk_ 
production :. per  cow  on  June  1,  however > 
was  the "highest  ever  reported  for  the 
first  of  any  month.  •     •  • 

.»i,that  farm  flocks  laid  over  6. .million 
eggs  in  May-.     This  was  2  percent  ;less_ 
thaJi  last  yeaT  in  the- sqjne  month-,  but 
13  percent  above  the  ten  year  average. 
Egg  production,  per  layer,  during  May 
was  a  record  for  the  month.     The  average 
was  18  biiQs  per  hen, 

.»that  spinach  is  srid  to  be  a  native 
of  Persia*    From  that  country  it  was 
transplfjited  to  Korth  Africa  and  later 
to  Spain  by  the  Moors.    From  there 
knov/n  as  the  "Spanish  Plant".., a  name 
later  contracted  to  spinach, » .this  vege- 
trbie  found  its  way  into  other  European 
countries.    There  is  no  record  of.  its 
debut  into  the  United  States,  but  Thomas 
Jefferson  mentions  planting  spinach  in 
his  garden  at  Montlcello  in  1811. 


StMm  ACTIVITIES 

School's  out!    The  books  are  tossed  up 
on  the  top  shelf,   the  lunch  box  is  only 
put  to  work  for  an  occasional  picnic, 
shorts  and  sun  suits  become  the  fashion 
of  the  day.    Mo  the  i*  relajces  after  the 
strain  of  consolidating  boy  or  girl 
with  clean  clothes,  lunch,  ajid  spending 
money, .all  within  a  time  limit.  And 
summer  heat  starts  pouring  down. 

And  that  very  heat  of  the  summer  sun 
melts  butter  if  it  isn't  tucked  away 
in  the  refrigerator,  causes  food  to 
spoil  rapidly,  and  cruses  fat  to-booome;- 
rajicid  more -q^uicklyv  :  That  pointsr.up  - 
the  need  to  turn  in  any  salvaged  kitchen 
fat  as  soon  as' '.p'ossible".  . "  If  the  fat 
salvage  can  is  left  on  the  top  of  the 
stove,   the  fat. .will  deteriorate  in    ,  ,  . 
short  order>-.-If  you=  keep -the  can  of •  ;  • 
used  kitchen  fat=  in  ■  the.  refrigerator » 
it  is  -  just  taking  up  space .  that  is 
needed  for  other  perishable  food.  :  "So, 
as.  fast  as  you  fill  up  these  tin -cans.- ...  ^ 
with  inedible  fat,   turn  them  in  as  pert 
of  your  sum.Vier  activities. 

Fat  salvage  is  still  necessa-ry,  Although 
domestic  production  .of /  edible . fats  and 
oils  .is  expected  to..increase'  during  the-, 
second  six  :ii)onths.- of  1947,  total  ovorStli 
supplies- of ^inedible  fats  end  oils  for 
that-. period  .ere  uncertain...   BQme^tic . .-, .  ■ 
production  of  inedible  fats^  end  oils 
will  be  about  the  sane  as  .f9r ;  the  last .,  ■ 
six  months  of  1S46»  but  thfe.yoluffie  of ,  ^ 
imports  and  exTjorts  of  inedible  fats 
and-  oils  .wi.ll  depend  upon  import, and  . 
export . controls, .  which  expire  : on  June  -30, 
unless  renewed,  by 'Congress ^ , 

For  youi*  information,  -here  are  the-,--  .  . 
weights.of.- the  most  common -can  sizes  - to 
be  -ded^j-cted-in^fl^Urin/^  th9  value  of  ycur. 
used  fats:  i?o.  l,,holds  I'C  ozi,  weighs- 
2,2  ouh.ces;  l^Io*'  l-|y  holds  16  oz.,:weighg 
2,7  oz,,  Ko.  2,.  holds  20  02,-,  weighs  3»6 
oz,,  Uo,  3,  holds  1  (^uart, -weighs  • 
oz.-,  Fo,  4,  holds  48  to  50  oz.,  weighs 
7  oz. 
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THE  MIOIPS  ESTRIGEHATOH 

We  liiit^ht  coiupare  the  nation's  refriger- 
ator today  with  the  way  our  hone  refrig- 
erator looks  just  prior  to  the  heavy 
weekend  shopping-,'  There's  alv/ays  some 
food  left,  "but  the  shelves  aren't  as 
heavily  laden  as  they  will  "be  shortly. 

In  the  nation's  refrigerator,   there  is 
quite  a  q.uantity  of  frozen  vegetables 
left  over  from  last  year's  pack  —  al^out 
85  million  more  pounds  than  at  the  same 
time  a  year  agOi     This  is  pro'ba'bly  the 
low  point  of  the  year  too,  as  new  packs 
will  "be  coming  in  from  now  on. 

Ve'.re  running  a  little  low  on  'butter 
and.  crepf-i  in  our  country-wide  refriger- 
ator, as  stocks  of  "both  were  "below  av- 
erage on  the  first  of  June.     There  aren't 
as  many  eggs  left  as  usual  either. 
While  more  shell  eggs  went  into  storage 
in  May  —  in  fact  the  num"ber  of  cases 
doubled  during  the  last  month  — stocks 
of  eggs  were  at  a  record  lov;  for  the 
first  of  June.     In  the  three  Pacific 
Coast  states,  there  were  just  about  half 
as  mrtny  eggs  on  hand  rs  last  year  at 
this  time  , 

That  turkey  we  didn't  eat  is  still  in 
the  nation's  refrigerator,  too.  Here 
in  the  V/est  we  ha.ve  about  3  million 
pounds  more  than  v;e  did  last  year  —  25 
million  pounds  in  the  three  Pacific 
Coast  states  alone.    All  in  all  though, 
poultry  stocks  are  well  belov;  last  year 
for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

.We  -lave  .some  79.  million,,  pounds,  of  fish 
repdy  to  cook  for  dinner;  9  million 
pounds  more  than  a  month  a^^o,  as  fishing 
seeson  is  in  full  swing  right  now.  But, 
we  don't'have  so  much  meat  as.  stocks 
were  below  Average,  with  pork  holdings 
near  the  record  low  reached  in  May  19'45, 


THOSE  THREE  EilCTORS 

There  were  three  factors  which  deter-;, 
mined  whether  sugar  rationing  to  con- 
sumers and  institutional  users. should 
be  discontinued.     These  were  indicated 
in  testim-ony  before  the  Senate  and- House 
Banking,  and  Currency  Committee,   the  week 
before  sugar  rationing  was  teruinated. 

First,   there  was  the  matter  of  lEEC 
allocations,     -ihen  it  was  ■  announced 
that  the  United  States  would  receive- 
an  increased  allotment  of  350,000  tons 
of  sugar  from  the  Cuban  crop  surplus, 
things  began  looldLng  brighter.  Figuring 
this  amount  on  a  per  capita  basis  meajit 
an  additional  five  pounds  per  person  • 
for  this  year. 

Secondly,   there  was  a  question  of  what  , 
Cuba  was  going  to  do  with  any  sugar 
over  and  above  its  ovm  local  needs, _ 
and  how  it  was  going  to  dispose  of  the 
sugar  that  isn't  covered  by  lEFC  allo- 
cations -  free  export,  in  other  words  * 
According  to  advice  received,  Cubai  in-, 
dicated  that  this  sugar  would  be  sold, 
in  such  a  manner  as  'to  relieve  other 
demands  on  the  world  pool. 

Thirdly,  export  possibilities  from  Java 
were  considered.    According  to  infor- 
mation received  from  a  Department  of 
Agriculture  representative  in  Java,  it 
is  thought  likely  that  200,000  tons  of 
s-ogar  v;ould  be  available  for  world  usage 
this  year.    Java,  before  the  v;ar,  used 
to  export  over  a  m.illion  tons  every  year, 
but  the  present  political  situation 
there  has  cut  do/m  production  for  the. 
time  being. 

Aside  from  the  supply  picture,  another 
item  entered  , into  tne  decision  to  dis- 
continue sugar ; rations .     The  domestic 
distribution  figure  has  been  low  for 
the  first  two  months  of  the  current 
quarter.     In  fact,  it  was  less  than  the 
allocation  for  the  quarter.  - 
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CHICKSv  aHD  potatoes 

This  isn't  a  story  of  fricrsseed  chicken 
v/ith  Dashed  potatoes  ?nd  gravy,  "but  a 
trie  of  v/hat  the  advisory  connittces, 
appointed  "by  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture in  accordance  with  provisions . of 
the  Marketing  rnd  Hesearch  ;.ct  of  1946 
have  r econir.ended  for  special  consider-^ 
ation. 

The  rotf'tc  Advisory  Comnittee  asked  for 
intensive  research  in  the  field  of  nar- 
ketini^  including  work  on  inproving     •  * 
quality  so  tha.t  consumers  vdll  have  the 
"best  of  the  "best.     They  were  also  in- 
terested in  a  study  of  potato  consump- 
tion in  relation  to  income,   type  of 
fajnily,  season,  rnd  place  of  residence. 
They  recoLimended  research  on  developing 
and  expanding  the  uses  of  potatoes., 
nev;  rnd  cheaper  dehydrating  processes; 
other  means  of  preserving  whole,  groujid 
or  sliced  potrtces;  v/ork  on  the  product- 
ion of  potstc  flour.     Research  in  mar- 
keting costs,  covernment  programs  rnd 
foreign  trade,  in  addition  to  production 
research,  wore  also  recomriended. 

The  Poultry  Advisory  Comma t tee  emphasized 
thpt  three  fields  of  poultry  research, 
should  receive  first  consideration.  They 
recommiended  first,  a  study  on  the  effici- 
ency pnd  economy  of  selecting  iDreeding 
stock  to  improve  egg  production  and 
quality;  second,  further  reseprch  on 
the  nutritive  requirer.ents  of  those  all- 
importrnt  chickens;  ajid  third,  a  search 
for  more  economical  sources  of  protein 
PS  this  is  the  m.ost  im.portrnt  and  ex- 
pensive part  of  a  chicken's  diet.  They 
v/ent  further  and  urged  that  high  priori- 
ty be  •'..'iven  to  research  on  wpys  to  el- 
iminpte  losses  at  each  step  in  the 
processing  pjid  marketing;  ,  that  more 
"bpsic  information  should  be  obtained  on 
nutritio'nal  value;  and  that  domestic 
and  foreign  markets  be  expanded  through 
development  of  new  food  and  other  uses 
for  poultry  rnd  its  byproducts. 


TABLE  OP  Cav  TENTS  CQNTIInFUSI) 

Last-  week  v;e  discussed  a  table  of  con- 
tents on  U.  S,  farm  production,  an  index 
of  v/hp.t  we  will  be  eatincT  the  rest  of 
this  year,  and  the  first  of  next.  Me 
covered  the  mpin  grain  crop  prospects 
and  some  of  the  fruits,  but  we  shouldn.' t 
stop  there.     So  let's  continue  v.d  th  more 
facts  -nd  figures  from  the  June  Crop 
Report  issued  by  the  U.  S,  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

TP.SI  FJTS  -  Prospects  f  pyorable  for  all 
tree  nuts.     California  waJ-nut  production 
estim^ated  slightly  nigher  than  last 
season,  but  under  1945  production.  Wal- 
nut prospects  in  Oregon  generally  good, 
although  production  is  expected  to  be 
somie v/hat  sm.aller  than  last  year.  Cali- 
fornia alm.ond  production  estimated  to 
be  above  normal,  but  somievihat  smaller 
than  laist  season's  record  crop.  Filbert 
r)r eduction  in  Washington  and  Oregon  looks 
generally  favorable. 

OFJd^CrES  -  The  1946-47  crop  is  estimated 
to  be  12  ioercent  larger  than  last  yeajr. 

gp^EPRUIT  -  Total  production  is  slight- 
ly less  than  last  year,  about  3  percent 
lower.    About  3  million  boxes  of  Florida 
gra.pefruit  v/ill  not  be  harvested  because 
of  low  prices, 

LEI'^OrS  -  California  crop  very  little 
larger  than  last  year,  but  about  8,5 
million  boxes  remained  to  be  used  on 
the  first  of  June  this  year,  com.pared 
with  som.ew-iat  less  than  7  riiilion  boxes 
on  June  1  of  last  year. 

PICS-.-  Prospects  are  generally  favorable 
for  a  good  California  crop, 

OLIVES  -  Heavy  bloom  this  year,  but  the 
fruit  set  is  irregular. 
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VI TH  MUS  TAED  ON  TOP 

Hot  dogs,  hamburgers,  and  liverwurst 
on  rye  ask  for  a  gentle  or  lavish 
hand  with  prepared  mustard,  as  r/Jiy 
picnickar  well  knovs.v    And,  frcm 
the  increased  iiiterest  in -mustard 
in  recent  years,  either. we^  re  .,  . 
spreading  it' on- thicker,  or  more 
people  have  acquired  the  mustard 
taste.    The  demand  for  mustard 
went  up  greatly  during  the  war. 

Of. course,  the  statisticians  also 
.tell  us .  that  the  greatest  "boost 
.  in  demand '  for  th^t-.  tiny  mustard 
seed  has  come  from,  th-e  industrial 
users'  of  mustard  oil^     This  oil  is 
used'  in  making  soap,,  -textiles,  lubri- 
cants for  precision  machinery,  and 
many '  o ther  ■  things .     :.    . .  - . 


Montana  is  credited  with  the  lion's 
share  of  mustard  seed  production, 
harvesting  nearly  90  percent'  of 
■the  1946  crop...  This  crop  is  arso' 
raised  in  Washington,  Oregon, 
California,  North  Dakota,  and 
Nebraska.    Last  year  farmers  in 
these  States  produced  about  43 
million  pounds  of  this  spicy  seed, 
where  the  average  crop  before  the 
war  was  just  a  fraction  of  this 
amount. 

The  experts  in  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  figure  that 
for  the  near  future,  mustard  seed 
production  looks  like  a  good  thing. 
As  long  as  people  continue  to  eat 
a  lot  of  meat  and  other  foods  that 
require  the  touch. of  mus tard,  snd 
as  long  as  there  is  a  big  need  for 
fats  and  oils,  mustard  seed  should 
continue  to  be  in  good  demand  for 
several  years  more. 

-o^  ...  . 
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IT  MAY  BE  FEWS  TO  YOU 

-  that  meat  production  for  the  week 
ending  June  21  was  mere  than  deutle 
the  147  million  pounds  produced  the 
corresponding  week  last  year.  Three 
times  as  much  "beef  was  slaughtered, 
twice  as  many  calves,  89  percent  more 
hogs,  "but  21  percent  less  sheep  and 
lanh, 

-  that  Cutan  avocados  enter  this 
country  duty  free  in  the  months  from 
June  to  Septem'ber  when  the  California 
and  Florida  supplies  are  light.  Most 
of  these  will  fly  to  market  this  year 
in  light  cardboard  cases  of  8  to  15 
pounds.    Avocados  that  book  passage 

on  a  boat  are  packed  in  crates  holding 
55 , pounds.,,^. 

-  that  production  of  butter  here  in 
the  West  vas  85  percent  greater  than 
the  corresponding  week  last  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  for  the  week 
ending  June  24.    For  the  country  as 

a  whole,  production  v/as  up  29  percent. 

-  that  the  French  Government  is  pur- 
chasing five  million  pounds  of  dry 
whole  milk  in  the  San  Francisco  area 
for  immediate  shipment, 

-  that  any  rumor  concerning  decontrol 
of  industrial  sugar  rationing  or  in- 
crease in  industrial  percentage  rations 
is  false.    Under  present  law,  individu- 
al consumers  must  be  assured  of  50  lbs. 
of  sugar  per  capita  before  industrial 
rates  may  be  increased. 

-  that  the  combined  1947  spring  and 
fall  pig  crop  is  expected  to  be  3 
percent  above  1946  and  about  1  percent 
above  the  average. 

-  that  it  is  expected  that  all  spring 
truck  crops  will  be  smaller  than  last 
year,  except  snap  beans  and  watermelons. 
Cantaloups  an,d  watermelons  are  only 

two  summer  crops  estimated  to  be  above 
1946. 


LOOKina  BACmABD 

Since  the  G-ovemment  fiscal  year  starts 
on  the  first  of  July,  it's  a  good  time 
to  say  "Happy  Few  Year,"  and  look  back 
over  the  past  twelve  months.  Just  for 
fun,  let's  see  what  has  happened  agri- 
culturally since  the  first  of  July  1946. 

JULY  -  Whipping  cream  received  its  exit 
papers  again.    Cream  wi th  a  butterfat 
content  in  excess  of  19  percent  was 
banned    for  sale  to  consumers.  We 
needed  more  butter  those  days.  Remember 
when  a  pat  of  butter  was  a  novelty? 
Government  set-asides  of  meat  and  lard, 
butter,  wheat,  evaporated  milk,  ajid  chum 
salmon  were  dropped.    We  were  in  the 
height  of  the  Famine  Emergency  Campaign 
and  homemakers  were  being  asked  to  use 
less  bread  and  more- potatoes .and  vege- 
tables, 'to' do  les^  frying  and  baking, 
and  to  preserve  as  much  food  as  possible, 
July  also  saw  the  first  meeting  of  the 
In+ ernational  Emergency  Food  Council  in 
Waahington,  with  representatives  of  19 
nations  attending.    Price  control  was 
temporarily  dropped  from  the  American 
scene. 

AUGUST  -  Set  aside  requirements  were 
terminated  on  cheddar  cheese,  non-fat 
dry  milk,  Maine  sardines  and  canned 
Pacific  mackerel.    Restrictions  on  the 
use  of  milk  fat  in  frozen  dairy  foods 
and  ice  cream  were  also  lifted.  Eighty 
percent  extraction  flour  became  a  thing  ; 
of  the  past  when  it  was  announced  that 
beginning  September  1,  flour  manufac* 
turers  v/ere  free  to  go  back  to  the  nor- 
mal rate  of  72  percent. 

SEPTEMBER  -  Price  control  in  again, with 
the  first  short  supply  list  issued  by 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  under  pro- 
visions of  the  new  law.     Items  that  did 
not  appear  on  this  list  had  to  be  de- 
controlled.   Then  came  along  a  shortage 
of  meat  —  we  ate  our  meat  in  July  and 
August  and  it  was  slim  pickings  in 
Sqptember. 

MORE 
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But,  we  did  have  plenty  of  potatoes,  so 
along  in  this  month  came  the  announce- 
ment of  the  reduced  1947  production  goals 
for  potatoes,  end.  it  was  stated  that 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture- 
v/ould  not  support  prices  for  those 
growers  who  overplanted.     Then  due  to 
our  large  shipments  of  grain  and  other 
food,  overseas,  the  Famine  Emergency 
Committee  announced  it  was  taking  a 
"breathing  spell  for  awhile. 

OCTCBSH  -  One  of  the  iDiggest  stories  of 
that  month  was  the  decontrol  of  live- 
.st.ock,  meats,  and  other  livestock  pro- 
ducts, .  When  approving  the  order.  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture  Anderson  "brought 
out  that  a  continuous  supply  of  iDcef 
was  essential  and,  at  that  time,  the 
number  of  heef  cattle  on  fr^rms  and 
ranches  was  dangerously  high,  with  many 
cattle  in  feed  lots  that  should  "be 
slaughtered  soon.    Hand  in  hand  with 
this,  c^me  the  termination  of  controls 
over  purchases  and  use  of  "corn  and  other 
feed  grains  by  food  manufacturers,  feed- 
ers, feed  manufacturers,  etc.    Most  of 
the  ..controls  were  lifted  on  fats  and 
oils  after  edible  oils  were  decontrolled. 
War  Food  Order  xTo,  1,  v/hich  dealt  with 
the 'manufacture  and  distribution  of 
bakery  products,  also  became  a  memory. 
Bread  enrichment  was  no  longer  required 
and  restrictions  on  v/eight,  number  of 
varieties,  and  methods  of  distribution 
were  dropped.    More  import  controls 
were  dropped,  and  the  month  finally 
ended  with  only  25  orders  still  in  ef- 
fect out  of  over  170  issued  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war,         ■•    •' • 

IIOVEMBER  -  Thanksgiving  and  plenty  of 
turkey  to  go  with  the  mashed  potatoes. 
Whipping' ere ajn  made  its  reappearance  in 
time  to  go  on  the  p'ompkin  pie.    But  it 
was  hard  to,  find  the  soap  to  use  in 
washing  the  dishes,    Pro'duction  goals 
for  various  crops  were  announced,  and 
growers  were  asked  to  grow  more  sugar 
beets,  rye  and  flaxseed  and  less  potat-  , 
oes  and  dried  edible  peas.    All  re- 
strictions on  the  production  of  flour 
for  domestic  consumption  were  terminated. 


DECMSR  -  Along  with  Santa  Glaus,  U.S. 
Prim.e  grade  on  beef  and  veal  was  rein- 
s tasted  and  we  received  some  green  tea 
from  Japan  and  began  to  see  canned  sweet 
potatoes  again,  all  wartime  casualties. 

JAirJAHY  -  It  was  announced  that  our 
first  quarter  imports  of  fats  and  oils 
would  be  higher  than  our  exports  for 
the  first  time  since  1942.  Civilians 
also  received  a  larger  share  of  both 
dried  beans  and  .rice. 

PEBRUARY.  -  Pood  "and  mouth  disease  broke 
out  in  Mexico  -a  serious  livestock 
malady  for  v/hich  there  is  .  no  practi  cal 
vaccination  or  cure. 

MARCH  -  Set  asides  on  canned  fish  and 
cheese  were  cancelled.    At  the  same  time 
it  was  noted  that  we  had  46  percent  more 
frozen  fish  on  hand  than  the  average 
for  the  last  five  years, 

APRIL  -  Turkey  for  Easter  dinner]  Stocks 
of  both  large  and  small  birds  were  very 
high  and  the  public  pitched  in  and  help- 
ed use  them.    Sugar  rationing  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
India  announced  an  additional  allocation 
of  4  million  pounds  of  black  pepper  to 
this  country.  ' 

MAY      Conimunity  ceiling  prices  were" 
issued  on.  sugar,  according  to  the  type 
of  store  and  area.     These  majcimum  prices 
will  be  in  .effect  until  Oetcybcr.31. 

JIJI\I^  -  The  end  of  consumer  sugar  ration- 
ing.   When  ration' stamps  ceased  to  be 
the  main  topic  of  conversation,  the  high 
cost  of  meat  took  over  the  center  of 
attention.     The  unprecedented  consumer 
demand  became  the  question  mark  in  the 
m.eat  picture. 

Happy  iv^ow  Year  1 
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THE  SFECTACULAB.  SOYBEAi' 

It's  nothing  short  of  spectacular  the 
w.sy  scv-"btpn  production  has  soared  in 
this  country  in  the  last  twenty-five- 
yerrs.    Brck  in  the  1920' s  and'  early  • 
'30's,  China  v.^as  the  leading  soybean, 
producer ■ with  an  annual  output  of  about 
200  million  oushels.     This  year  it  is 
expected  that  the  United  States .will 
produce  close  to  the  sajne  '  anount ,  In 
1924,  the  first  year  of  official  esti- 
mates, this    country  produced  5  million 
bushels;  today'. s  crops  are  about  40 
tines  larger,      ,  -  .  . 

Before  1935,   the  largest  single  use  of 
soybean  oil  v/as  in  paints  and  varnishes, 
little  was  used  for  food  purposes.  But 
the.  lard  shortage  from  1935  through  '37 
brought  big  demands  for  vegetable  oils 
and  for  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
soybeaji  oil  for  food  uses.     Since  1939, 
the  bulk  of  the  soybean  oil  produced 
has.  gone  into  foods.     Today  soybeaai 
oil  is  the  most  important  ingredient    ' ■ 
in  shortening  and.  is  second  only  to 
cottonseed  oil  as , a  material  for  mar- 
garine . 

Soybeans  also  played  en  important  role 
during  the  v/ar.     Soybean  meal  production 
jumped  from  a  million  to  over  3  million 
tons.     The  large  -supplies  of  this,  high 
protein  soybean,  meal  contributed  di- 
rectly to  the  milk  and  egg  production 
records,  and  ^t;o.  the  large  quantities 
of  pork  and  beef  produced. 

The  latest  research  on  the  use  of  soy- 
beans for  .food  has  brought  out  that 
.dehydration  is  .the  best  v.^ay  to  pre- 
serve the  distinctive  flavor  of  green 
vegetable  soybeans.     Canning  changes 
the  flavor  and  palatability.     ¥nen  the 
beans  are  allowed  to  become  mature  and 
dry  on  ;thc  _plants,  the  flavor  is  nut- 
like  and  loses  all  resemblance  to  the 
fresh  vegetable. 


.    OVEHSTUEESD  CRICKETS 

Wc 'd.probably  feel  snd  look  like  a 
piecs  of  overstuffed  furniture  if 
we  could  cat  as  much  in  one  day  as 
a  cricket  does.     If  v;e  lived  up  to 
their  record,  we'd  eat  130  pounds 
of  food  a  day  if  we  tipped  the  scale 
at  that  figure. 

Those  hungry  crickets  will  cat  their 
ov;n  weight  in  about  18  hours  and  an 
ambitious  grasshopper  will  do  the 
same  in  16,    A  beef  animal  on  a  good 
range  will  eat  its  own  weight  in 
grass'  in  7  or  8  days,  and  if  they, 
didn't  make  any  more  efficient  use 
of  their  food  than  a  cricket,  we'd 
have  a  steak  only  cnce  in  a  blue  moon- 
whatever  a  blue  mcon  is  i 

Those  crickets  or  grasshoppers  are 
pirate's  —  they  steal  food  that  .  . 
rightfully  belongs  to  those  beef 
animals  that  personally  manufacture 
those  tender,  juicy  steaks.  They 
gulp  dovm.  wheat,  alfalfa,  sugar  beets 
and  garden  crops  besides.     In  fact, 
they  aren't  very  discriminating,  unti, 
it  comes'  to  eating  poisoned  bait,  and 
then  they  become,  slightly  fastidious 
when  tempted  with  an  arsenate.  On 
the  other  hand,   th.ey  don't  recognize 
sodium  f luosilicate  when  they  ta^te 
it,i  so  -this  has  proved  to  be  a  fairly 
good"  contirol.  measure. 

Sections  of.  Oregon  and  Washington 
recently  were  unhappy  hosts  to  a 
crowd  of  hungry  crickets,  and  for 
several  days  they  ate  their  weight 
in  grain  and  anything  else  they 
happened  to  see..    This  ravenous  crew 
is  nov;  under  control,  but  they  did 
plenty  of  dajaage  for  a  time,  eating 
up  some  future  pancakes,  rolls,  ?nd 
vegetables. 
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